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Summarised: the biggest news  
stories from the last monthCATCHUP

Debian fork proposed due 
to Systemd adoption 
Systemd (see page 86) is 

being adopted by most major distros 
now, but not everyone is happy with 
the change. A group of “veteran Unix 
admins” have suggested that it’s time 
to fork Debian, after the distribution 
decided to use Systemd. The website 
at www.debianfork.org outlines their 
reasons – but it has already been 
parodied on www.forkfedora.org. Given 
the vast size and scope of the Debian 
project, a successful fork would be a 
mountain of work, but let’s see…

1
Italian Supreme Court 
bans “Microsoft tax” 
If you buy a PC with Windows 

pre-installed, but never even boot that 
OS and install Linux instead, you won’t 
have much luck getting a refund for 
the unused software. But times are 
changing: the Italian Supreme Court 
has ruled that this “Microsoft tax” is 
illegal, and anyone should have the right 
to get their money back if they buy a PC 
and use a different operating system. 
The Free Software Foundation has a 
more detailed explanation here:
http://tinyurl.com/klgp5gj

2
Tor Browser 4.0 released 
with Meek transports 
Thanks to the new Meek 

pluggable transports, Tor can relay 
data via third-party servers such as 
content delivery networks and cloud 
hosting services, making it harder for 
governments to block Tor connections. 
www.torproject.org

3

Microsoft CEO Satya 
Nadella: “We love Linux”
No, this isn’t a delayed April 

Fool’s joke. Microsoft’s new-ish boss 
has proclaimed that the company now 
loves Linux, given that 20% of its Azure 
cloud platform customers are running 
the open source OS. This is in stark 
contrast to the remarks made by 
Nadella’s predecessor, Steve Ballmer, 
who famously described Linux as a 
“cancer”. Nadella sees things differently 
though: “I don’t want to fight old battles. 
I want to fight new ones”. A real change 
of heart, or just empty words?

4
Adobe discontinues 
Reader for Linux 
We know that plenty of Linux 

and FOSS users aren’t big fans of 
Adobe, especially given the horrendous 
bloatware its PDF Reader has become. 
Now Adobe has pulled the plug on 
Reader for Linux – not a big deal for 
many people who are using arguably 
superior programs like Evince, but 
frustrating for others. We asked our 
Twitter followers what they thought, 
and many of them still need Adobe’s 
tool for filling in certain forms which 
don’t work well in the FOSS equivalents.

5
ChromeOS drops ext 
support, puts it back in 
This might not seem like a hot 

news story, but it shows how effective 
a vocal community can be. Developers 
working on Google’s ChromeOS 
platform quietly dropped support for 
Linux’s native ext filesystems, so you 
couldn’t use them on external media 
such as SD cards or USB keys. This led 
to much gnashing of teeth online, with 
a huge number of complaints being 
made, so Google relented and put the 
filesystem support back in. “We’ve 
heard you loud and clear”, said one dev.

6

Ubuntu turns 10! 
Yes, the distro that 
introduced many millions 

of people to Linux and FOSS has 
just hit double digits. Over a decade 
ago, Mark Shuttleworth pored over 
archives of the Debian mailing lists, 
gathered together some of the 
distro’s most notable developers, and 
decided to get Linux onto mainstream 
desktops. The first release was the 
Warty Warthog (aka 4.10), shown on 
the right. Remember that chocolatey 
brown theme? Anyway, happy birthday 
Ubuntu – here’s to another 10 years!

7
W3C finalises HTML 5 
standard, finally 
This isn’t directly related to 

Linux, but it’s big news for OSes that 
use web apps, such as Firefox OS. After 
eight years of work, the World Wide 
Web Consortium (W3C) has finalised 
the HTML5 standard. Sure, many web 
browsers have been implementing 
HTML5 features for a while, such as 
improved media support, but now 
that the standard is finished, browser 
devs can be sure that the specs won’t 
change beneath their feet.
http://tinyurl.com/ohlz4x6
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